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� �������Q: If my child is out of school for a length of time, 

can he/she make up the time and school work? 
A: Yes, Students may be eligible for tutor-  
        ing if he/she meets the following           
        criteria: 
· Students must have been absent from school for 5 

consecutive days or have a recurring medical con-
dition that results in periodic school absence. 

· Students must bring in a note from a doctor 
within the first 5 days when he/she returns from 
school. 

· Students who are suspended from school for 3 or 
more days.  

Q: Who do I contact if my child meets these crite-
ria? 

A: If you feel your child meets these criteria or have 
any questions regarding the policy, please call 
F.A. at (518)483-7807 and ask to speak with any 
of the following individuals: 

· Roni Tatro, Attendance Clerk or 

· Candace Gadway, Community Schools Coordina-
tor  

· Guidance Counselors– Jane Dievendorf, Sue 
Jones-King or Tim McCarthy 

· Jerry Griffin, Principal, 

· Lori Tourville, Assistant Principal 

Q: If my child has made up all work, and meets 
the criteria above, does my child still need to 
be tutored? 

A: No, if a teacher feels the student has made up all 
of his/her work in that class, the teacher and par-
ent may sign off that the student does not need 
tutoring.   

Q: Does my child have to make up gym/swimming 
classes? 

A: Yes, Gym, Swimming, and Lifelong Gym are        
graduation requirements and must be made up.    
Arrangements should be made with the teacher or 
through tutoring.    
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Regular attendance and punctuality are essen-

tial if a student is to receive maximum benefit 

from an instructional program.  Absence and 
tardiness are counter-productive to educa-

tional success.  Even though it is possible for 

students to make up much of the work missed 

due to absence, it is impossible to completely 
compensate for loss of classroom time. 

    

For these reasons it is essential that students 

attend school on a regular basis and that ab-

sences are legitimate and for compelling rea-
sons only.  A concerted effort should be made 

by students, by parents/guardians, and by 

school officials to avoid scheduling appoint-

ments and activities, that interfere with school 

attendance and class schedules. 
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 I _____________________________________  P
arent/ G

u
ardian of _________________________________________

 have read and  

understand the F
ranklin A

cadem
y H

igh S
chool A

ttenda
nce P

olicy.  If I have any questions or concerns, I
 understand that I m

ay contact 

the individuals listed in this brochure for further
 clarification. 

 P
arent/ G

uardian S
ignature_________________________

_____________________  D
ate: ______________________

______ 



 Although the school will attempt to 

keep parents informed of excessive absences so 
that lower grades or failure will not come as a 

surprise, it should be understood that ultimately 

it is the legal responsibility of the student to at-

tend and of the parents to ensure attendance to 
school on a regular basis. 
 When students exceed the attendance pol-

icy, they will not be able to take the final exam.  

This will usually result in no credit for the course.  

They will remain in the class and continue to work 

toward attendance at summer school.  It is critical 

to remember that students will not be allowed to 

make up seat time missed due to absences.   

 Our goal is to work with families to en-

courage good student attendance habits.  These 

habits are essential in the workplace, in college and 

in military service. 

These practices and procedures apply to all students 

and all programs offered at Franklin Academy and 
those offered through the North Franklin Education 

Center. 

 

The Commissioner of Education has ruled that 
parental consent to a student's absence does not 

exclude the school district from enforcing its atten-

dance policy against the student for violating the 

district's attendance policy. A school board can 

establish rules concerning the order and discipline 
of the schools, as it may deem necessary.  These 

rules are not subject to parental consent.. 

 

· More than 15 absences for the year , the   

student may be denied credit for a full year 

course.  
· More than 20 absences in a lab science 

course , the student may be denied credit 
for the course.  An absence from a double 

period lab will be calculated as 2 ab-

sences.  
· More than 8 absences in a semester 

course , the student may be denied credit 
for the course.  

· More than 7 absences for the year in 

physical education , the student may be 
denied credit for the course.  

· More than 2 absences for the quarter in 

swimming  or lifelong gym class- the stu-
dent may be denied credit for the course.�
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By Catherine Rees  
 
Regular school attendance is crucial to the devel-
opment and education of children. There is a large 
impact on the student, the school, and the com-
munity when a student does not attend school 
regularly. Because of this impact, in most states 
there are laws requiring a child to attend school 
until he/she is eighteen.  
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       As a child learns to read and acquires basic 

math skills, it is important that he/she practice 
those new skills daily. Regular attendance 
promotes new learning.  
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      Children begin to learn how to socialize with 

others, follow directions, and solve problems 
creatively while at school. If a child is not part 
of the classroom, some of these social skills 
cannot be practiced.  
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      High school dropouts are two-and-a-half times 

more likely to be on public assistance than 
high school graduates, according to the Cali-
fornia Department of Education. Dropouts are 
almost twice as likely to be unemployed, ac-
cording to a U.S. Department of Education 
1996 finding.  
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      When a child is continually absent from 

school, he falls behind in his classwork and 
requires extra time and attention from the 
teacher in order to catch up. This draws the 
teacher away from other students in the class 
who may also need assistance.  
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      Students who are not in class are more likely      
      to commit crimes, costing the community time  
      and money. Students learn to become good  
      citizens through lessons at school and mentor- 
       ing by adults.  

1 Main Office-Principal’s Office, 
Community Schools Coordinator 

2 Athletic Director 

3 Health Office 

4 Guidance Office 

5 Attendance Office 
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